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WILDER RESEARCH

Minnesota
Homeless Study
vs January Point-
in-Time Count

How is the Wilder Research
Minnesota Homeless Study
different than the January PIT
Count?

The Minnesota Homeless Study has

been conducted every 3 years since
1991. It uses an expanded definition

of homelessness (which includes

people who are temporarily doubled

up), includes in-depth, comprehensive
questions, and offers participants $20

to thank them for their time. We are
independent from HUD and other federal
mandates. Similar to the PIT, we partner
with the Institute for Community Alliances
(ICA) to obtain counts of people staying in
shelter. Shelter counts are combined with
our interview data at non-shelter locations
to compile a total count of people
experiencing homelessness

Additional details about the study
and the information shared above
can be found at our website.

https://mnhomeless.org/

Here for good.

Changes this year

We know that it’s a difficult time for
homeless service providers. We want

to make things as easy as possible for
providers and people experiencing
homelessness to participate in the study.
We’ve made the following changes:

« Shortened and streamlined survey to
reduce burden on participants

« Increased support for providers to
implement the study, especially in
greater Minnesota, including greater
availability of Wilder-provided volunteer
interviewers

- Utilize HMIS data for shelter counts for
most programs

» Disseminate results through shorter,
easier to digest reports and issue briefs

Important details about the study

« Interviews are conducted face-to face, by
program staff or volunteer interviewers
organized by Wilder Research.

- Interviews are conducted with people
experiencing homelessness in emergency
shelters, transitional housing, domestic
violence shelters, and non-shelter
locations (e.g. hot food programs, libraries,
encampments, etc.).

- Each person who completes the interview
gets $20 cash.

- Each interview takes around 30-45 minutes
to complete

wilder.org
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