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Stahility and continuity
f child care

Fundamental facts from the
Minnesota child care survey

Most children
have two, three,
or more different
child care
arrangements in
a typical week.

About three-quarters of children regularly in child care have two or more
different arrangements during a typical week.

m 46% of children have three or more arrangements weekly.

®m Almost one-quarter of children — and close to one-third of school-age
children — have four or more regular arrangements per week.

Most children have not changed arrangements in the past year.
®m 71% of children have not changed child care in the past 12 months.

B Only 10% have had two or more different arrangements in the past year.

Parents give three main reasons for ending their previous arrangement(s).

m Care was designated as a temporary arrangement (35%). (This was most
commonly care provided by a relative or friend.)

B The school year started or ended (12%). (This was most commonly care
provided by a child care center.)

® The provider stopped providing care (10%). (This was most commonly care
provided by a family child care home.)

Unstable child care arrangements lead to missed days at work for almost
one out of four families.

B 23% of parents say they or a spouse missed all or part of a day at work in the
previous six months because of a child care problem other than illness of a child.
B The most common kinds of problems were:

» Provider was ill (22%).

m Scheduled closing of school or center (16%).

» Personal problems of the provider (13%).

m Poor communication with the provider or unreliable provider (12%).
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