
Committed to build 
sustainable families 
and communities

For over 100 years the Wilder Foundation 

has operated programs and services that 

help to build sustainable families and 

communities. Wilder Center extends this 

legacy as it is designed to serve people 

more effectively today while protecting 

tomorrow’s environment through  

sustainable design. Wilder Center  

expects to receive Gold certification 

under the federal Green Building Rating 

System called Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design (LEED).

Sustainable Site Development
•	 Transit Oriented Design (TOD) principles including bicycle storage, 

showers and changing areas for staff, and easy access to public  
transportation along University Avenue

•	 Priority parking for fuel-efficient vehicles and carpools
•	 Reduced light pollution

Water Savings
•	 Water consumption reduced by 42% with landscaping practices,  

native plantings, water faucet aerators, and dual flush toilets

Energy Efficiency
•	 Reduced overall energy consumption by 45% through highly-efficient 

mechanical and electrical systems
•	 Reduced need for artificial light through daylight harvesting practices
•	 50% of the building’s electricity is from a renewable resource – Xcel 

Energy’s WindSource program 

Materials Selection
•	 86% of construction waste diverted from landfills through reuse and 

recycling
•	 66% of construction materials manufactured locally (within 500 

miles), resulting in support of the regional economy and reduced 
transportation costs

•	 22% of construction materials were made from  
recycled products

•	 70% of wood used is Forestry Stewardship Council (FSC) Certified

Indoor Environmental Quality
•	 Raised-access floor with under-floor air displacement  

improves air ventilation
•	 79% of work spaces have direct access to natural  

daylight and exterior views
•	 Paints, fabrics, and other interior finishes have low  

levels of volatile organic compounds (VOCs)

Wilder CEnter Key Facts
•	 451 Lexington Parkway North, 
	 Saint Paul, MN 55104
•	 Building size: 99.953 sq ft
•	 320 employees serving 30,000 

clients and visitors per year

Wilder and LEED®

Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design

Learn more: www.wilder.org
Schedule a tour: www.wilder.org/tours.0.html or 651-280-2445



The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 

Green Building Rating System™ is the nationally accepted 

benchmark for the design, construction, and operation of high 

performance green buildings. There are four levels of LEED 

certification: Certified, Silver, Gold and Platinum.  Wilder Center 

is designed to meet Gold standards. This would not have been 

possible without the assistance of LEED accredited professionals, 

general contractor Duke Construction, and architectural firm 

Perkins+Will. 

By adhering to LEED standards, Wilder has created a healthier 

work environment for employees and clients, and reduced  

operating costs through energy efficiency and other practical  

innovations. Wilder is one of the first organizations in the  

country to link a health and human services mission to  

environmental sustainability, making Wilder Center a truly  

significant statement that the Foundation encourages others  

to follow.

Learn more about LEED at www.usgbc.org/leed

Operating Savings: 

•	45% reduction in energy costs,  
saving $50,000 per year

•	42% reduction in water use, saving 
$3,000 per year

•	$60,000 reduction in remodeling 
costs per year from flexible open 
office environment

•	$2.5 million reduced construction 
costs by building a smaller building 
with an open office environment, 
saving $100,000 per year on  
operating costs. 
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